The Support of the Servant of the Lord
A servant (Gk. doulos, lit. bond-slave) of Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:1; Jude 1:1) is the biblical term for the missionary called of the Lord to serve Him in a special mission to preach the gospel in the regions beyond (II Cor. 10:16) his home base as specified by Him. 

A typical biblical example is: the Holy Ghost said, Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them… So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed… (Acts 13:2, 4)

Note the following points brought up in the above text:

●
 A servant of the Lord has a Calling - for the work whereunto I have called them.

Moses, a servant of the Lord (Deut. 34:5; Josh. 1:1, 13; 8:31, 33; 11:12; 12:6; 13:8; 14:7, etc.) was called of the Lord – God called unto him out…of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. (Exo. 3:4)

Joshua, a servant of the Lord (Josh. 24:29; Jud. 2:8) was called, nay, commanded of the Lord 

– Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan…Have not I commanded thee? (Josh. 1:2, 9)

Saul and Barnabas were specially separated from the rest and called of the Spirit to do His specific task: 

The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. (Acts 13:2)
The Servant of the Lord is different from the servant of the church of which every member of the assembly is one. He/she is expected to function and serve in the local church, and is specially gifted by the Spirit for it. Compare Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea. (Rom. 16:1)

The Lord’s servant on the other hand does not serve Him just because he feels he needs to lend Him a helping hand. He serves because he is specially called of God to accomplish a specific task for Him.

●
A servant of the Lord is called to a specific task:   
For Moses, it was: Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My people the children of Israel out of Egypt. (Exo. 3:10)

For Joshua, it was go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them. (Josh. 1:2)

For Jeremiah it was: I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. (Jer. 1:5)
For Saul and Barnabas, it was: for the work whereunto I have called them. [Acts 13:2]

For Saul, it was not what he would do for his Lord, but, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? (Acts 9:6)

Anthony Norris Groves, the father of our assembly missions, in the first year in Baghdad,…wrote, "I never had a very strong expectation that what we were to do was manifestly very great, but that we shall answer a purpose in God's plan I have no doubt.
●
A Servant of the Lord is SENT by the Lord.

Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: (Exo. 3:12)

Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. (Exo. 3:14)

God said unto Moses…Thus shalt thou say unto… Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. (Exo. 3:15)

Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?

And he responded: Here am I; send me. (Isa. 1:8)

For Jeremiah: The LORD said unto me…thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee. (Jer. 1:7) 

For Saul and Barnabas, when the leaders had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 

they sent [Gk. apoluo = to free fully, i.e. (lit.) relieve, release, dismiss] them away.] (Acts 13:3)

So they, being sent [Gk. ekpempo = despatch; send away] forth by the Holy Ghost, departed

Saul and Barnabas were released by their church in Antioch to be sent by the Spirit.

Hence, the logical mission challenge is How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 

and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

And how shall they preach, except they be sent? (Rom. 10:14, 15)

Note:  The word "mission" originates from 1598 when the Jesuits sent members abroad, derived from the Latin missionem (nom. missio), meaning "act of sending" or mittere, meaning "to send". From Wikipedia

●
Therefore, it is the Lord Himself Who will supply the needs of His servant.

Because the missionary is the Lord’s servant, bonded to Him as a willing slave (If the servant shall plainly say, I love my master…I will not go out free… he shall serve him for ever. (Exo. 21:5, 6)), it is obvious therefore that he is responsible to his Master and He for him. In partnership with the local churches and individual believers, the Lord then supplies His servant his needs. God can do it all, but He is gracious to accept these believers as His co-partners in the vineyard (I Cor. 3:9). Hence, it is not prudent for the Lord’s servant to sign a contract with a third party for a trial period of service, or for a guarantee of income, or for the right to step out when he feels like it. 
In his writings, Paul laid down certain principles that the servant of the Lord will do well to consider:

● ●  Is his home church fully responsible to supply his material needs?     Strangely, there is no record of Antioch, the church that released Saul and Barnabas to the task that the Spirit called them unto, committing themselves to supply the latter’s basic material needs! The reason probably was that they were not servants to the Antioch church but servants of the Lord, and therefore, the Lord solely would be responsible for His servants’ needs, which would not be the case, if they were servants of the church. However, it did not mean that the church had no fellowship with them at all, because at the end of their first missionary they returned to their home base, reported on their mission and stayed with them for some time. [Acts 14:26-28; 15:35]. Antioch again commended Paul (and Silas) for his second missionary journey. [Acts 15:40]

Please note also that while the church commended (lit. = surrendered) them to the Lord, they never directed Paul where to go. And during his 2nd missionary journey, even Paul could not go where he thought there was a need, but had to obey the directions of the Spirit. (Acts 16:6-9ff)

Stranger still was what Paul wrote of the Philippian Church which he founded in his 2nd missionary journey: 

Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. (Phil. 4:15)

Did not the church at Antioch support and supply the needs of Paul and Barnabas? 

● ●  Where did Paul then get his support?    It seemed mainly from the Philippian church and the believers there. They were co- partners with God. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. [Phil. 4:16-19]

Another source would be from individual believers who had benefited from his ministry.

Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel (I Cor. 9:13, 14).

Even here, Paul stated clearly that he would not agree to any conditions from them to curtail his divinely-commissioned mission for him, just so that he could receive anything from them. He would rather not receive it at all (I Cor. 9:15-23). He was the Lord’s servant, not theirs. By all means he would freely minister to them for the Gospel’s sake, but if they had any ulterior motives concerning his ministry, he would rather not receive any gift from them – nay, he would not even burden them at all (II Cor. 12:14-19).

Dear brethren, those who have been called of the Lord to be His servants should serve Him as such, and those who have been led to be co-partners with Him to support His servants, do it as willing partners giving themselves first to the Lord, and then giving to His servants, as did the churches of Macedonia: And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. II Cor. 8:5

● ●  It was written of Anthony Norris Groves, the father of faith missions and the pioneer of modern missions today:

Following training in chemistry, surgery and dentistry, young Groves had begun a career as a dentist in Plymouth on his nineteenth birthday. Two years later, he married Mary Bethia Thompson. As they prospered, as a matter of principle, the young couple purposed to give a tenth of their income to the Lord for the needy. The proportion then increased to a fourth of their income, but the more they gave, the more they prospered. Ultimately they carved their standard of living to bare essentials and gave away the balance. As a dentist, he was earning 1,500 pounds a year (a considerable fortune).
Anthony was both a Servant of the Lord and His co-partner to Support His Servants in their Service for Him.

How much of your income has been purposely put aside for the support of the Lord’s Servants?
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